Name _____________________________________
Getting Ahead in English:
Using the Strategies of Successful Language Learners

Outside of Class
1. Why do you want to improve your English? [Check all that apply to you]
To go to college

To get a new job or a promotion

To be able to help my children with their homework

To be able to make new friends who speak English

To be able to keep up to date with what’s happening in the U.S.

To feel more at home in the U.S.

Other goals?
2. What aspects of your English do you want to improve in order to meet your personal goals? [Check all that apply to you]
Do you want to improve your listening skills?

Do you want to expand your vocabulary?

Do you want to increase your confidence in speaking English?

Do you need to increase your reading speed?  

Do you need to work on your pronunciation?

Do you need to review and practice grammar?

Do you want to improve your written English?

Anything else?

Write down the area(s) of your English that you most hope to improve.  
I want to work on my ____________________________________________ skills. I’d 

also like to work on my ____________________________________________ skills.

3. What are your interests?[Circle all that apply to you]
What do you love to do in your spare time? Do you like sports? Movies? Cooking? Music? Dancing? Reading? Video games? Singing? Talking to friends (in person? on Facebook?). What else? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Do you like to read books, watch movies, use computers, surf the internet, watch TV, listen to the radio, read newspapers, etc.? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Do you prefer to do activities alone or with others?  __________________________________________________________________
3.  Brainstorm Possible Activities
I would like to do the following activities to get ahead in English:

1._____________________________________________________________________

2._____________________________________________________________________

3._____________________________________________________________________

4. Create a schedule for yourself
Activity


    Date

              Time                

	1.


	
	

	2.


	
	

	3.


	
	


	
	Task 5: Complete the Activities and Your Study Record

	
	Try out the activities you have planned. To try an activity means you spend at least 30 minutes a day on it. After completing an activity, write your thoughts and impressions in the spaces below.


Activity Record
Activity 1:  _______________________________

Date:  _____________  Time spent on the activity: ______________________

Materials used:    

What did you do?  (Provide step-by-step details)

What did you learn?  Was this a useful activity?

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Activity 2:  _______________________________

Date:  _____________  Time spent on the activity: ______________________

Materials used:    

What did you do?  (Provide step-by-step details)

What did you learn?  Was this a useful activity?

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Activity 3:  _______________________________

Date:  _____________  Time spent on the activity: ______________________

Materials used:    

What did you do?  (Provide step-by-step details)

What did you learn?  Was this a useful activity?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

	
	Task 6: Bring Your Study Record to Class

	
	Come to class ready to discuss your “Getting Ahead in English” activities.  Think about the questions below.


1. What activities did you like/dislike?

2. What activities were helpful/not helpful?

3.  How do you plan to continue working on “Getting Ahead in English” after the fall session at WCC ends?
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