View “Calvin and Hobbes” comic strip.
Example 1: Focus on Modal “can” (High Beginner)
· Students are asked to complete the table:

	Calvin can/must:
	Calvin can’t: 

	
	


· Students are asked to write a paragraph about what they must and cannot do at home. 

Example 2: Focus on Reported Speech (Intermediate)
· Students finish the sentences below based on the pictures of the comic.  

The mother told him to get up. 
The teacher told him to _________________.

His dad told him __________________________.

His mom told him ____________________________. 

The teacher asked him if he didn’t know the answer.

The bully asked him if ______________________________.

Someone told him that he couldn’t play until he finished his homework.

The dad told him that he __________________________________________.

His mom wished him a good night’s sleep and reminded him that the following day was going to be another big day!
Example 3: Focus on Tense/Time Adverbs (High Intermediate-Advanced)

· Students receive cut-up panels and put them in the correct order.
· Students rewrite the story of the cartoon, using one of the later panels as the basic time.
By the time that Calvin got into bed, he had experienced a difficult day.  First, his teacher had criticized his work at school and he had been threatened by a bully. Then  Calvin had not been allowed to play and Calvin’s dad had forced him to take a bath.  After Calvin’s mom told him that he was going to have another big day the next day, he sighed.
